THE WARS OF FREDERICK THE GREAT
his son's command. It defeated the Hapsburg forces
at Mollwitz (April 1741) and before the end of the
year had brought die province under Prussian control.
Maria Theresa by that time was in desperate straits.
For she was being attacked simultaneously in her
Austrian dominions by Charles Albert of Bavaria
(who was elected Emperor in January 1742), and
by the French. In order to counter this mortal
menace to her very existence she felt it necessary
to make peace with Frederick, leaving Silesia in his
hands (Treaty of Berlin, July 1742). For two years
Frederick was able, unmolested, to consolidate his
conquest and exploit its resources. But Maria
Theresa had no intention of allowing him to retain
undisturbed possession. And during the same two
years (1742-44) fortune turned in her favour.
Loyally supported by her faithful Hungarians, and
effectively assisted by George of Hanover (George 31
of Great Britain), she cleared the Bavarians and
French out of her dominions, invaded Bavaria itself,
and drove Charles Albert (Emperor Charles VII)
in flight to Frankfort on Main. In 1744, then,
Frederick realised that a Hapsburg attempt to re-
cover Silesia would not be long postponed. So he
anticipated events by making a new alliance with
France and Bavaria, and once more taking the field.
Again his army proved its superiority. It defeated
the Austrians decisively at Hohenfiiedberg (June
1745), overran Bohemia, and compelled Maria
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